


Sublime refit; the ex NORNA becomes

MY ENIGMA XK




tha Owner { MY

hor
ENIGMA XK (ax NORNA)
came 1o the ATLANTIC
REFIT CENTER n June
he was looking for a ro-
bust boat al a reasonabile
prce, capable of salling In al weather condtons,; tro
pical Or polar chmates, caim or rough seas. Ho bougnt
the Fishery Patrol Vessal NORNA bulld by Richards

Shipbuiders in 1988, beca of her strong hut lines,

remarkable unnels ana high quasty equspment, whech
are required by the nature of a survey vessal for the
northem Atlantc area. FPV NORNA was a former pa
trol vessel owned by the Scottish fishery department
of the British navy 10 control fishenes in the North Sea
angd N h A‘.'y.’:l‘]u' ?)"' as The more Spechic "“1']“."“
ments from the Owner were to convert the working
vessel nto a imeless yacht wathout taking away the
key signature of the axsting vessel. The vessel requi-

rod an unciutterad deck with a helideck. As the yacht

will be used in a tropical environment, the yard needed
moe open ouldoor aeas 1or dining and entertainment

areas, without excessive sun exposure

The sel needed 10 harbour and hande sea bobs
saa sl , 2 9m limo tender, 2 Tm nb as well as

motorcycies and all-terran vehucies. The intenior was
extremely chalenging as the vessel had a complex
transvorsal, ongtudnal camber and sl decks had low
headroom (2.50 m). A boat of thes 526 NSeoed rom
for 12 passengers, a fitness room and a massage

our, The Owner was also determned 10 keep the
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ion. In his research for

plumbing and the winng mn po

the relit cancdates, the Owner wanted 10 Ind par

nsve and efficent and

iners who are be quick, res
who take a smart approach n optimising the exssting
structure. Their challenge would bé to work as a highly
soordinated team with a limited budget. The Owner
chose ATLANTIC REFIT CENTER because of ther ex
cellent refarances and their abidity to talor thesr design

iNd prowect team 10 his speciic reft project. They had
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Hi! I'd like a luxury explorer looking yacht, with modern
interior designs and save a lot of money :-)
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D Offer very high flexbiity, QuaCk responsive appro

A

and postive solution onented thinking. ATLANTIC RE

FIT CENTER spearheaded the selection of the
ind kicked off the proect In the month of Aug

France. They chose VITRUVIUS YACHTS and

Mc Farlane Ship Desxgn for the naval architectura. A

the end of N«

vember n the the C

Ph

Dpe Brand for the ntenor ang extencos desgns and

recenved the finalsed plans for the interior and exten

NG S1AM00 10 remove ol euusting MEngs 10 aither

Arg or partornm revsSIoNs and upgraces

THE DESIGNER'S CHALLENGE

FPV "NOHNA" was bult o operate in the roughes

o

oncdtions of the North Sea of the Quter Hebnde

w0 orgingl vessed has a2 rugoed silhouetta
roeboaras, strong bulwarks, a wave-breaker o
forward deck, small and few openings

or 23 professionals. Thes capacity, plus 3

wner, who wanted an Explorer Yacht able 1«
Jale 10ng range. in af sors of weather condibon:

nten! as cesgnNens was than 1o transform a Nortr

fortress into an open and comfortable yacht, withou

'

ghting her ongnal Jdentity. Her sihouetie wouk

higr

wnet

kept. The Designer's team work had to meet yachting

omdornt standargds for 12 passengers or | MLC
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plancy for 21 crew, Al mapr existing systems had 1o
be kept and arco ducts neaded to be integrated.

The three major challenges were:
1-the very low haadroom and camber
2-the absence of ight

3-the abseance of social areas.

ARC. has chosen to redasign the boat respecting
ond eimotiv: the furthér you go up n the structurg
the more light flows in. More ight also means a lighter
and more airy approach to furnishings and accesso-
nes, The yard could not change the headroom and
camber, bul we did open the main deck up and we
acded the very dsstinct dsamond on the upper deck
The crew deck was refitted to accommodate 21 crew
and a true yacht galey. The main deck was redesi-
gned 10 create 5 spacious guest cabins, a weliness
room, and a gym. What usad to be the officers’ mess
has become the main saloon. Confronted with limited
headroom and Iittle or no port lights, yard/designers
Mtted a total of 27 large port lights, 1.2m-high, bringing
caylight into the cabing and socal aeas. The main
geck aft prowdes space for a 9m limousne tender, a
7m-RIB, both tenders custom-built in aluminum, and
also 2 all-terrain vehicies and et skas, all handied with
a 9.5m -reach, 4t-capacity articulated crane. The yard
wanted 1o keap the explorer look, the team kept all
"loys™ visible. The front upper deck, which used 10
host the captain and the chief engineer, has bacome
the Owner's quarters, fealuring wrap-around win-
gows and a massive skylight; it accommodates an
office, and an en-suite with bath, opan shower and
hammam, plus a2 private terrace forward, peotected
by the wave-breaker. Aft of the Owner's quarters, we
entor the sockal area where we put a lot of emphasis
on creating an open, Wving area. The intention was 1o
make this area the center of the e onboard. This dia-
mond-shape sky lounge, dubbed the “Greenhouse”
featuras very large window panes alloving for a 360
gegree view and ample natural ight. On the orgnal
vessel, the prominant funnels were very much clutte-
ring the deck space. There is the engine room venti

lation and man exhausts, and modifying the shape of
the funneis, the conversion team managed to create
a larga open-deck boasting a lounge comer, dining
table and a Jacuzzi. The helicopter pad & aft of the
sundeck and becomes a lounge/party zone. The geo-
maeiry of the bridge deck remains very much identical,

here agan there was no iIntention 10 moddly a wel-
thought area. Only the captain's cabin and a ship's
office were created aft of the bridge. In the design of
the nterior, yard had to address the challenge of a ¥
mited deck heights (2.45m where a good 2.8m would
be required on a yacht of this size), and pronounced
deck camber and shoer. Ppes and ducts had to be
squeazed above the averhead panels to maintan rea-
sonable headroom throughout. And for the camber,
the solution k& in the nterior décor. Conversion team
opted for a manne lock with a slightly modern touch.
Each cabin Is sublly themed for a particular conti-
nent, The main deck palette comprised wine tones,
bright berries, flery oranges and browns. Those colors
change 10 whités and taupe at the upper deck level
Vitruvius Yachts did a wonderful job. The end result of
this progect is a stunning Explorer Yacht, with beautidul
exterior lines and tmeless intenor design, sas




