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Lürssen’s Azzam 
still holds the top slot, but 

the German builder’s new 
Dilbar, with her massive volume, is 

not to be dismissed.  
—The Editors
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NO. 4
Dilbar is the largest launch of the past year. 
Built by Lürssen under the project name 

Omar, she measures 511 feet 9 inches (156 meters). Precious little 
is known about her. As with most superyachts of her magnitude, 
builders are bound by confidentiality agreements. We do know her 
interior is by Winch Design. She has been seen undergoing sea tri-
als in Germany. For more information: lurssen.com
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WE CONSIDER YACHTS THAT HAVE HIT 
THE WATER TO BE LAUNCHED, WHETHER OR NOT THEY 

HAVE BEEN DELIVERED. THE TIME FRAME IS 
JUNE 2015 TO MAY 2016.  

    smallest yachts on this year’s list of the world’s 100 largest 
come in at 263 feet (80 meters). This suggests that the long-term 
trend toward owners building bigger continues. The market has 
acknowledged this course with some builders expanding facilities 
to accommodate yachts over 330 feet (100 meters) in length. This 
year, however, brings only a handful of additions to the list: While 
last year saw 10 new entries, this year we have only half as many.

the

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT WHAT YOU’RE NOT SUPPOSED TO KNOW
Owing to many owners’ desire for privacy, it has become increasingly challenging for the public to gain 
access to superyachts, especially when they’re new. More and more builders are required to sign non-

disclosure agreements that cover everything from the exact length of the boat to accommodations plans, 
design descriptions and even the name of the boat. The woodworker who decides to snap a photo of his 

handiwork and upload it to Facebook would be in serious jeopardy of losing his job. Understandably, some 
builders and designers must remain circumspect about the information they are allowed to share.

DILBAR
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Monaco-based Espen Øino can claim to have designed 
more of the world’s largest superyachts than any of 
his contemporaries, and he has more on the way. 

His personal favorite is not 459-foot (140-meter) Fincantieri 
Ocean Victory, 439-foot (134-meter) Fincantieri Serene or 
even 508-foot (155-meter) Lürssen Al Said, but instead 232-
foot (71-meter) Skat launched by Lürssen in 2002. Skat doesn’t 
even make the Top 100, but her military-looking lines have since 
been absorbed into the mainstream—proof that Øino is one 
among a handful of infl uencers to have devised original solu-
tions that stand the test of time.

As a trained naval architect, Øino also brings know-
ledge of how boats work to the role of yacht designer. This 
was especially evident in the Silver series of yachts devel-
oped for the German owner and yachtbuilder Guido Krass. 
SOLAS-certifi ed and designed by Øino to optimize speed, 
fuel consumption and range, 252-foot (77-meter) Silver Fast 
is the longest all-aluminum yacht in the world. “Each deci-
sion has a knock-on effect on subsequent decisions, so the 
design process is all about managing compromises,” Øino 
says. “Not many designers like to admit it, but the idea of ‘no 
compromise’ in yacht design is mostly a myth. It’s more like a 
puzzle to be solved, and the challenge is to arrive at the most 
elegant and effi cient solutions.”              —Justin Ratcliffe

1 Azzam  591 180 2013 Lürssen   
2 Eclipse 533 162.5 2010 Blohm+Voss   
3 Dubai  532 162 2006 Platinum Yachts  
4 Dilbar 512 156 2016 Lürssen  
5 Al Said  508  155 2008 Lürssen   
(T)6 Topaz 482 147 2012 Lürssen  
(T)6 Prince Abdulaziz 482 147 1984 Helsingor Vaerft  
8 El Horriya 478 145.72 1865 Samuda Bros  
9 A (S) 468 142.81 2015 Nobiskrug
10 Yas 463 141 2014 ADM Shipyard  
11 Ocean Victory 459 140 2014 Fincantieri  
12 Al Salamah 456 139 1999 Lürssen  
13 Rising Sun  454 138.4 2004 Lürssen  
14 Serene 439 134  2011 Fincantieri Yachts  
15 Al Mirqab 436 133 2008 Kusch Yachts   
16 Octopus  414 126.2 2003 Lürssen  
17 Maryah 410 125 2015 Elefsis  
18 Katara 408 124.4 2010 Lürssen   
19 Savarona 408 124.28 1931 Blohm+Voss  
20 Golden Odyssey 404 123.2 2015 Lürssen  
21 Alexander 400 122 1965 Lubecker Flender Werke   
22 A 390 119 2008 Blohm+Voss  
23 Turama 382 116.41 1990 Rauma Shipyard  
24 Kleven 370 381 116 2016 Kleven  
25 Atlantis II 380 115.82 1981 Hellenic Shipyards  
26 Issham Al Baher  380 115.76 1973 Hellenic Shipyards  
27 Pelorus  377 115 2003 Lürssen  

ESPEN ØINO

AZZAM

PELORUS

DESIGNERS OND
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the top 100
Sailing yachts denoted by the (S) symbol
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NO. 24
Kleven 370, built at the commercial Kleven Werft shipyard in 
Norway, measures 380 feet 6 inches  (116 meters) and is purport-
edly a luxury expedition vessel with connections to 351-foot (107-
meter) Ulysses, launched last year at the same shipyard for New 
Zealander Graeme Hart. The rugged yacht is by Norwegian design 
and engineering fi rm Marin Teknikk in cooperation with naval 
architect Kyle Dick of New Zealand-based OscarMike Ltd. She is 
designed for lengthy trips in rough waters, while still maintaining  
comfort. For more information: klevenmaritime.no

NO. 34
Mistral, the 347-foot-10-inch (106-meter) Lürssen with naval 
architecture by Lürssen and exterior styling by Espen Øino, has 
been delivered to her owner.  For more information: lurssen.comJU
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Carlo Nuvolari and Dan Lenard are responsible for a 
string of 262-foot (80-meter) and larger projects built 
by Oceanco, including 348-foot (106-meter) DynaRig 

sailing yacht Project Solar.  They designed the interior and 
exterior styling of 282-foot (86.1-meter)  Quattroelle for 
Lürssen, interiors for the Amels Limited Editions 177 and 199 
series, and Palmer Johnson’s 210 SportYacht, the fl agship in 
that line. Closer to home in Italy, Nuvolari Lenard developed 
the Magnifi ca platform for CRN’s 236-foot (72-meter) Azteca 
(formerly Clarena II), 263-foot (80-meter)  Chopi Chopi and 
exterior styling of 180-foot (55-meter) Atlante. 

Nuvolari Lenard has other Top 100 projects in build, but 
in terms of raising the profi le of the studio, Alfa Nero was 
invaluable. The 269-foot (82-meter) yacht received extensive 
media attention when she made her debut in 2007 at the 
Monaco Yacht Show and consolidated the fi rm’s ongoing rela-
tionship with Oceanco, leading to 282-foot (86-meter) Seven 
Seas and 280-foot (85.5-meter) Vibrant Curiosity.

“On Alfa Nero we started to move the volumes out from 
the sides of the superstructure,” Lenard says. “Previously, the 
maximum point of overhang had been the width of the hull, 
but we wanted to introduce more three-dimensional forms 
by extending the balconies beyond the deck below.”      —J.R.

NUVOLARI LENARD
MISTRAL

KLEVEN 370

DESIGNERS OND
ESIG
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Milan-based Nauta Yachts started in the mid-1980s 
designing and building sailboats. The innate elegance 
of these early sailing yachts has been transferred to 

power projects, including Lürssen’s Azzam—no small feat for 
the largest yacht in the world with a diesel engine/gas turbine 
propulsion package that delivers a top speed of more than 
30 knots. The reason Nauta was invited to tender a proposal 
for Azzam was the company’s work on Project Light, the 262-
foot (80-meter) motoryacht that was about to be built by 
Fincantieri before succumbing to the fi nancial crisis in 2008. 

Because Azzam’s owner was not looking for enormous 
interior volumes in relation to the length overall, Nauta 
could indulge its preference for the simplicity and airiness 
originally expressed in the exterior styling of Project Light. To 
retain control of the aesthetics, Nauta also insisted on devel-
oping the 3-D model, rather than handing that responsibility 
to the shipyard.

“The birth of a yacht is like a long walk, throughout which 
we take the client by the hand,” says Mario Pedol, who heads 
the studio with business partner Massimo Gino. “There is 
no such thing as a universal concept of what an ideal yacht 
should be. Everyone has his or her own opinion, but it has to 
be an object of beauty that in years to come will always give 
pleasure to the onlooker.”                 —J.R.

28 Luna 375 114.2 2010 Lloyd Werft  
29 Le Grand Bleu 370 112.8 2000 Bremer Vulkan  
(T)30 Radiant  361 110 2010 Lürssen  
(T)30 Dilbar 361 110 2008 Lürssen  
32 Sea Cloud (S) 359 109.5 1931 Krupp Germaniawerft 
33 Ulysses 351 107 2014 Kleven  
34 Mistral 348 106 2016 Lürssen  
35 Poseidonos 348 106 1997 Halic Tersaneleri  
(T)36 Lady Moura 344 104.85 1990 Blohm+Voss  
(T)36 Quantum Blue  344 104.85 2014 Lürssen  
38 Loaloat Al Behar 341 103.85 1982 Picchiotti  
39 Symphony  333 101.5 2015 Feadship  
40 I Dynasty 331 100.8 2014 Kusch Yachts   
41 Attessa IV 328 100 1999 Evergreen Shipyard   
42 Christina O 325 99.06 1943 Canadian Vickers  
43 Madame Gu 325 99 2013 Feadship  
44 Carinthia VII 319 97.2 2002 Lürssen  
45 Limitless 316 96.25 1997 Lürssen  
(T)46 Vava II  315 96 2011 Devonport  
(T)46 Palladium 315 96 2010 Blohm+Voss  
48 Kismet 312 95.2 2014 Lürssen   
49 Indian Empress 312 95 2000 Oceanco  
50 EOS (S) 305 92.92 2006 Lürssen 
51 Royal Romance  303 92.5 2015 Feadship  
52 Tatoosh  303 92.42 2001 Nobiskrug  
53 Mayan Queen IV 302 92 2008 Blohm+Voss  
54 Equanimity  300 91.5 2014 Oceanco   
55 Nahlin  300 91.44 1930 John Brown & Company   
56 Lady Lara 299 91 2015 Lürssen  
(T)57 Dubawi  296 90.1 1989 Cantiere Navale Ferrari   
(T)57 Nero 296 90.1 2008 Corsair yachts  
(T)57 Ice 296 90.1 2005 Lürssen  
(T)60 Athena (S)  295 90 2004 Royal Huisman 
(T)60 Lauren L 295 90 2002 Cassens-Werft   
62 Lionheart 295 90 2016 Benetti  
63 Infi nity 292 89 2014 Oceanco   
64 Nirvana 290 88.5 2012 Oceanco   

65 Asean Lady  289 88.15 2004 Yantai Raffl es   
66 Maltese Falcon (S)  289 88.12 2004 Perini Navi Group 
(T)67 Fountainhead 288 87.78 2011 Feadship  
(T)67 Musashi 288 87.78 2011 Feadship  

NAUTA YACHTS

NIRVANA

DESIGNERS OND
ESIG

N the top 100
Sailing yachts denoted by the (S) symbol
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NO. 62
Lionheart, at 295 feet 3 inches (90 meters), is the largest yacht ever 
built at Benetti. Both Benetti and Stefano Natucci are responsible 
for her exterior styling. Her interior design is by Green & Mingarelli 
Design. For more information: benettiyachts.it

NO. 87
Amels 272, at 272 feet (83 meters),  is the largest yacht in the build-
er’s Limited Editions series, which starts at 180 feet (55 meters). 
All of the Limited Editions have exterior styling by Tim Heywood. 
The 272 model, nicknamed “Grande Dame,” will have accommoda-
tions for 16 guests and 27 crewmembers. She has fi ve decks with 
pools on the aft main deck and forward on the sundeck. Her master 
suite occupies 3,229 square feet (300 square meters). She has a 
touch-and-go helipad on her foredeck and a beach club with fold-
down side platforms. She is capable of a 17-knot top speed. 
For more information: amels-holland.com
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Starck arguably holds the title as the world’s most con-
troversial superyacht designer. His exterior design for 
213-foot (65-meter) Wedge Too, delivered by Feadship 

in 2002, was defi nitely a bit quirky. Six years later, 390-foot 
(119-meter) Blohm+Voss A created an uproar. Starck claims 
he came up with the radical design concept during a sleep-
less night. Commentators have noticed it bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the U.S. Navy’s Zumwalt-class destroyer. 
“With A I had the chance to be much more ambitious,” Starck 
says. “I wanted something that was in harmony with nature 
and the sea. I wanted it to create almost its own territory of 
style and elegance.”

A represented a quantum shift in thinking that defi ed 
convention from whatever angle you looked at her. Owner 
Andrey Melnichenko must have liked what he saw, because 
he commissioned Starck to design an even bigger yacht: the 
remarkable 468-foot (142-meter) sailing yacht A  launched 
last year by the Nobiskrug yard. Starck also designed 256-foot 
(78-meter) Feadship Venus for the late Steve Jobs. Despite 
turning heads everywhere she goes, the superyacht remains a 
mystery beyond her bold exterior styling and innovative use 
of structural glass. Love them or hate them, these yachts all 
have a strangeness that makes them oddly timeless.      —J.R.

PHILIPPE STARCK

GIVEN 
NAMES

Four yachts on last year’s list with project names or numbers have 
been christened. The Nobiskrug project White Pearl (number 9) 

has been revealed as A. Lürssen’s project Tatiana (number 20) has 
evolved into Golden Odyssey. The Kusch-built V853 (number 40) 

is now called I Dynasty, and Oceanco’s Y711/Vitters P85 
(number 84) is sailing as Aquijo.

AMELS 272

With A, I had the chance to 
be much more ambitious. I 
wanted it to create almost 
its own territory of style and 
elegance. —Philippe Starck

DESIGNERS OND
ESIG
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Briand’s designs do not yet fi gure in the Top 100, but 
they may well soon. Having started out in the world 
of offshore racers, Briand has diversifi ed into super-

yacht design and brought a sailor’s eye to both his sail and 
power projects. The Vitruvius motoryacht series, for example, 
has captured the imagination of the market and been widely 
emulated. The largest to date is 239-foot (73-meter) Grace 
E, the diesel-electric Perini Navi Group fl agship built for 
American owners Bob and Christine Stiller. 

The French designer has a number of projects reportedly in 
the pipeline, including a 345-foot (105-meter) Vitruvius with 
Oceanco, a 262-foot (80-meter) Vitruvius to be built at Turquoise 
Yachts, a 197-foot (60-meter) Vitruvius with Feadship and a 
100-foot (30.5-meter) sailing yacht in the WallyCento class. He 
is also in discussion with Pendennis in the United Kingdom for a 
164-foot (50-meter) project that he describes as “a new kind of 
motoryacht that will be as versatile as a Swiss penknife.”

Briand also recently collaborated on Sybaris, the 230-
foot (70-meter) ketch launched by Perini Navi for Bill Duker, 
another American owner.                                 —J.R. 

69 Artic P 287 87.58 1969 Schichau Uterwesser  
70 Phoenix 2 286 87.2 2010 Lürssen  
71 Ace 285 87 2012 Lürssen  
72 Quattroelle 282 86.1 2012 Lürssen
(T)73 Ecstasea 282 86 2004 Feadship  
(T)73 Kingdom 5KR  282 86 1980 Benetti  
75 Seven Seas 282 85.95 2010 Oceanco   
(T)76 St Princess Olga 281 85.6 2013 Oceanco   
(T)76 Cakewalk 281 85.6 2010 Derecktor New Yok   
78 Sunrays 281 85.5 2010 Oceanco  
79 Vibrant Curiosity  280 85.47 2009 Oceanco   
(T)80 Moonlight II 280 85.3 2005 Neorion Shipyards Syros  
(T)80 Delma 280 85.3 2004 Neorion Shipyards Syros  
82 Pacifi c  280 85.2 2010 Lürssen   
83 Solandge 279 85.1 2013 Lürssen   
84 Aquijo (S) 279 85 2015 Oceanco/Vitters 
85 Valerie  276 84 2011 Lürssen  
86 Savannah  274 83.5 2015 Feadship  
87 Amels 272 272 83 2016 Amels
88 O’Mega  271 82.62 1987 Mitsubishi Heavy Industries  
89 Secret 270 82.3 2013 Abeking & Rasmussen  
(T)90 Kibo 269 82 2014 Abeking & Rasmussen  
(T)90 Graceful  269 82 2013 Blohm+Voss  
(T)90 Sarafsa 269 82 2008 Devonport yachts  
(T)90 Alfa Nero 269 82 2007 Oceanco   
(T)90 Ocean Breeze 269 82 1981 Helsingor Vaerft  
95 RoMEA 268 81.8 2015 Abeking & Rasmussen  
96 Air 266 81 2011 Feadship  
97 Bart Roberts 265 80.77 1963 Canadian Vickers  
98 Norge 263 80.25 1937 Camper & Nicholsons  
99 Golden Odyssey 263 80.15 1990 Blohm+Voss  
(T)100 Chopi Chopi  263 80 2013 CRN  

(T)100 Amevi 263 80 2007 Oceanco   
(T)100 Stargate 263 80 2001 Oceanco  
(T)100 Constellation 263 80 1999 Oceanco  

PHILIPPE BRIAND
CHOPI CHOPI

DESIGNERS OND
ESIG

N the top 100
Sailing yachts denoted by the (S) symbol
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THE BESTOF

A SMALL MARKET GENERATES 
BIG RESULTS.

BY JILL BOBROW
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WHILE SAILING YACHTS COMPRISE ONLY A SINGLE-DIGIT 
PERCENTAGE OF THE SUPERYACHT MARKET, SOME 
SIGNIFICANT AND EXTRAORDINARY YACHTS HAVE 

LAUNCHED THIS PAST YEAR. HERE’S A SAMPLING.

A
Splashed in late 2015, the new A is by far the largest sailing yacht in 
the world, even though she doesn’t much look like any sailing yacht 
we have ever seen. Built at Nobiskrug in Germany, her length mea-
sures a staggering 468 feet (142 meters). A is broadly believed to 
belong to Andrey Melnichenko, the Russian owner who also built 
and owns 390-foot (119-meter) Blohm+Voss motor yacht A. Both As 
bear unusual and controversial exterior styling by Philippe Starck. 
Dykstra Naval Architects designed the yacht’s massive carbon rig, 
and Magma Structures in the United Kingdom built it. The rotating 
masts weigh about 50 tons and can reportedly handle bending loads 
of more than twice the load on the wing of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner. 
Much secrecy still envelops this yacht, so we have no testimonials 
from anyone who has actually been aboard. 

For more information: nobiskrug.com

NIKATA
For new racer/cruisers, Nikata—the 115-foot (35-meter) Baltic-built 
yacht designed inside and out by Nauta with naval architecture by 
judel/vrolijk & co.—is hard to beat. Launched at the end of 2015, 
she hit a speed of 28 knots during her fi rst 3,000-nautical-mile 
Atlantic crossing from Finland to the Caribbean. She also won the 
Superyacht Division in the RORC Caribbean 600. Built of carbon 
pre-preg laminate with foam core, Nikata is light and fast. Her lifting 
bulb keel and long waterline enhance her performance on all points 
of sail. Hermes-orange cockpit cushions offset her slate-gray hull and 
silver deckhouse. She has a comfortable interior with accommoda-
tions for eight guests plus crew. For creature comforts, she has a 
200-bottle wine cellar, and the stern opens to create a swim platform. 

For more information: balticyachts.com

AQUIJO
 At 279 feet (85 meters) in length, Aquijo is not only the largest sail-
ing yacht to have been delivered this year, but she is also the larg-
est ketch in the world. Her two masts stand upward of 295 feet. 
Built in a unique partnership between two Dutch superyacht build-
ers, Oceanco and Vitters, she benefi ts from the technical expertise 
and skilled craftsmanship of both yards. Master Yachts, the owner’s 
representative, closely supervised the project. Tripp Design Naval 
Architecture played a large part in ensuring that Aquijo would not 
be a motoryacht with masts. Having sailed on her several times since 
delivery, Bill Tripp says, “Aquijo has all of what a 1,600-gross-ton 
motoryacht would have, while being a sailing boat fi rst and foremost. 
With a sail plan to match her enormous size, yet easy to get sailing 
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and control, she exudes both the luxury superyacht world found in 
motoryachts and the exuberance and pleasures of the sailing world. 
She is in proportion and balanced. Balance is such a better word than 
compromise for creativity, and balance is what we sought, and with a 
great team have been able to realize.” 

Often with yachts of this size, it is hard to “feel the helm,” but in 
the case of Aquijo, the rudder blades driven by hydrodynamic forces 
translate directly to the flybridge steering wheels, providing signifi-
cant feedback to the helmsman. German-based design firm Dölker 
+ Voges created a modern, contemporary interior that is light, bright 
and functional. 

Aquijo’s owner has been enjoying her in the Med, and recently, 
it was announced that she will be offered for charter. When and if 
this yacht joins the superyacht regatta circuit, she will be a force to 
be reckoned with. 

For more information: oceancoyacht.com, vitters.com

SYBARIS 
Sybaris is an extraordinary yacht by any measure. At 230 feet (70 meters) 
in length, she has the distinction of being the largest sailing yacht ever 
built in Italy. However, she is worthy of many more superlatives than 
sheer size. She is also one of the most technically complex yachts ever 
built by Perini Navi, second only to the groundbreaking Maltese Falcon. 

Sybaris represents an evolution of Perini’s 60-meter series, which 
was itself an evolution of the builder’s 56-meter series. To comple-
ment the Perini Navi design and engineering team, designer Philippe 
Briand was brought in to optimize the naval architecture and ensure 
that she sails competitively. Her American owner, Bill Duker, and his 
team had considerable input in all aspects of the yacht’s design as 
well, making Sybaris a truly custom yacht from bow to stern.

Considerable amounts of titanium were utilized throughout the 
interior, including the overheads and various fixtures, as well as for 
the exterior railings. Placing the mizzenmast farther aft than was 
usual on other Perinis maximized both aft deck space for entertaining 
and interior salon space. 

The interior design and décor is by Duker and PHDesign, with 
whom the owner has collaborated on his homes and apartments. 
(More on Sybaris in an upcoming feature.) 

For more information: perininavi.it

UNFURLED
Unfurled is a 151-foot (46-meter) masterpiece designed by Frers Naval 
Architecture & Engineering and built at Vitters, with the influence of 
a hands-on, experienced owner who is definitive about what he wants. 
It is hard to get the design right when an owner desires a luxury sailing 
yacht used most often for cruising, and occasionally to race. Unfurled 
fulfills both functions extremely well. She came in first in her class 
in the 2016 St. Barths Bucket—her first race ever. She also had the 
distinction of being the overall winner of that regatta, against stiff com-
petition. She has the latest high-tech gear, including a carbon rig and 
roller-furling system with her downwind sails stowed in drums on the 
foredeck. She is also equipped with retractable propulsion pods. 

Unfurled’s interior, by Stirling & Co., is similar to that of her pre-
decessor, the Royal Huisman-built yacht of the same name. The décor 
is clean, modern and minimal, but not short on appealing details such 
as book-matched paneling. The owner’s modern art collection adds a 
touch of whimsy to the austerely beautiful interior. 

For more information: vitters.com

SYBARIS

UNFURLED

AQUIJO
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SEA EAGLE
Royal Huisman’s 142-foot (43-meter) Sea Eagle was designed for per-
formance by Germán Frers, with a high-aspect carbon fiber mast that 
stands 187 feet (57 meters) above the water. She carries more than 
10,764 square feet (1,000 square meters) of upwind sail. She is the 
second in a limited Royal Huisman series of three. 

Rhoades Young designed her contemporary interior with 
French walnut paneling and white oak floors. Her living area 
includes an awning-covered forward cockpit, which precedes the 
deckhouse salon that is surrounded by windows. She has a dis-
placement of approximately 200 tons and a fixed keel of 14 feet 9 
inches (4.5 meters). 

Sea Eagle’s transom garage contains a 17-foot (5.2-meter) Castoldi 
tender that lifts out hydraulically. The transom opens to become a swim 
platform, which the owner can access from the master stateroom. 

Her owner, Samuel Yin of Taiwan, is a civil engineer and educa-
tor who is the founder of the Tang Prize Foundation that promotes 
research in sustainable development, biopharmaceutical science, 
Sinology and rule of law. Yin has plans for extensive cruising in the 
Baltic and Scandinavia, followed by the Caribbean. 

For more information: royalhuisman.com

SKADE
Skade is a 151-foot (46-meter) Holland Jachtbouw-built sloop with 
exterior styling and engineering by Tripp Design and a Rhoades Young 
interior. “In this size range, the development is very strong, and this very 
modern world cruiser sails easily, safely and very quickly,” Bill Tripp says. 
“Yachts this size formerly were a bit ponderous, but developments in 
design allow handling and perfor-
mance levels more akin to smaller 
high-performance boats, yet at 
the same time, due to her size 
she sails faster and, with her high 
stability, very comfortably in rough 
conditions.” 

Skade’s silver-painted alu-
minum hull is distinguished by 
double vertical windows port and 
starboard. While the mast is tall, 
the yacht was designed to be able 
to transit Panama’s Bridge of the 
Americas. She has a lifting keel, 
which, when retracted, will allow 
her to operate in relatively shal-
low waters. She is configured with 
both an upper and lower salon. 
Five staterooms accommodate 10 
guests, and there are cabins for 
seven crew.

For more information: 
hollandjachtbouw.nl

TOPAZ
The 140-foot (42.6-meter) Topaz, built by Holland Jachtbouw and 
launched last summer to the J-Class rule, owes her naval archi-
tecture, exterior styling and interior design to Hoek Design Naval 
Architecture, and her project management to Cornelsen & Partner. 

The J-Class yachts have an extraordinary aesthetic appeal. Topaz 
has a needle-sharp profile and a high-gloss midnight blue hull. She 
was designed with an Art Deco interior that evokes the period in 
which the class was conceived. Unusual for a J-Class yacht, she has 
a compact hybrid propulsion system that allows her to be driven by 
an 80 kW battery pack, a 50 kW genset or her 325 kW main engine. 

While highlighting anything other than wind power might seem 
superfluous to the intent of a J-Class, whose main function is to sail (and 
look beautiful doing so), J-Class yachts need significant power to drive 
the winches when racing. Topaz’s system delivers 250 kW of hydraulic 
power to make sure all equipment can be simultaneously operated. 

For more information: hollandjachtbouw.nl 
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     WWW.  WEB EXTRA | See more boats and read interviews with the world’s top sailing-yacht brokers. http://bit.ly/28IyqRe
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