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THE PHILIPPE BRIAND-DESIGNED VITRUVIUS RANGE HAS ALREADY HAD
TWO SUCCESSFUL INCARNATIONS, BUT THE LATEST PROJECT — IN BUILD
AT THE PICCHIOTTI YARD - IS TAKING THE CONCEPT TO NEW LEVELS

Naval Architect Philippe Briand has a rare
distinction: he has been a World Superyacht Award
winner both for a sailing yacht (Ferzgo) and a motor yacht
(Exuma). 1t is from Exuma, a 50 metre designed with a
slender hull on sailing yacht principles, that Perini Navi has
developed its Vitruvius range of motor yachts, built under
the brand name Picchiotti at the yard’s facility in La Spezia,
Italy. The second in the line — the 55 metre Galileo G —took
the principles employed in Exuma a little further, but the
third incarnation takes the DNA and raises it to a whole
new level. At 73 metres, the latest incarnation is some
yacht. The hull was built at Perini’s Turkish operation and
was shipped to Italy in May this year for fit-out to begin.
‘Everything comes from the first Vitruvius (Exuma),
explains Briand as we sit having lunch near the yard in La
Spezia. ‘The owner came to Picchiotti for his new yacht.
It started as an extrapolation of the 50 metre at 59 metres,
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but after discussions we decided more space was
required. We wanted to keep the right proportions, so it
grew to 62 metres, then there was more requirement for
volume, a longer tender and a larger garage, so it grew
again to 65 metres, then 70 metres. Then the captain
wanted a bigger cabin,” he jokes, ‘so it became 73 metres!”

The increase in volume is marked over the recently
launched Galileo G. ‘The 55 was around 700GT, says Perini
Navi CEO Giancarlo Ragnetti. ‘But this 73 metre is closer to
1,700GT. It’s different to building a sailing yacht, but also
easier in many ways, as you don’t have to think about the
sailing systems, masts, rigging — and on a motor yacht you
have a lot of space, and the cabins are square...

A key principle behind the Vitruvius line is the
combination of motor yacht comfort and range with an
efficient sailing yacht-inspired hull form that offers up to
20 per cent less resistance and can provide for a 7,500

Designed as more of a
residence on the sea
than the straight explorer
ambitions of her smaller
sisters, the 73 offers
prodigious volume in the
same highly efficient hull
package. She is due to
launch in the second
quarter of 2013
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mile range at 12 knots. Perhaps one difference between
this 73 metre version and the previous Vitruvius yachts is
in the design brief. ‘The two previous yachts had an
explorer-style brief; Briand explains, ‘but this one was to
be a nice residence on the sea, and that means more
space for accommodation.

‘But we are also naval architects, so also concerned with
efficiency; with sailing yachts the only way to move is to be
efficient, so we had the same approach to the lines of these
motor yachts. For the given dimensions we optimise the
hull lines accordingly using our own experience and what
we have learnt through sailing and racing yacht design.
This means less drag and resistance, and as a consequence
lower fuel consumption. We started with data gleaned
from the previous two yachts, but the boat has to be
adapted to the new dimensions and not everything is a
straight extrapolation. We ran two tank test campaigns
with the 73 to get the final numbers, and through this we
have proof that we have gained in efficiency. But efficiency
is not just about hull lines and, like a sailing yacht, it's a
consistent approach to the design process. The great thing
about working with Perini/Picchiotti is that, as sailing yacht
builders, they have the same approach.

The 73 will sport Azipods driven through a diesel-
electric system which, says Briand, offers a further gain in
efficiency. ‘It's not huge, he says, ‘but it is real.

Briand’s team were also responsible for the GA, which
includes an upper deck designated as a wellness deck
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complete with sauna, hammam, massage room and aft-

facing gym, and a forward, glass observation lounge. The
master suite is forward on the main deck, with a dining area
and main saloon aft. The aft deck itself includes a dedicated
stairway down to the lazarette and beach club. Interior
styling is by Rémi Tessier, and looks to have a very Zen feel
— something Briand was keen to carry through to the
exterior styling. ‘The exterior design is what people see,” he
says. ‘For us, the exterior lines have to be representative of
the real DNA of the boat so if it has an efficient hull and a
Zen interior the exterior styling should be pure, with clear
lines that are well representative of the

essence of the boat” That essence is due = E/Iore on
to be launched in mid-2013. IPad

Rémi Tessier’s interior
design follows a Zen
theme, and the yacht will
offer guests a multitude of
relaxation opportunities on

a wellness deck and in her
saloons and cabins. With

some 1,700GT of volume,
she should offer plenty of
space with a highly
efficient cruising hull
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