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Built-in waterfalls, infinity pools, haptic touch commands, 
Swietania mahogany and facades possibly built for inter-

galactic combat — these are some reasons why these sexy 
yacht designs make it to our Top Ten list

TEXT  DYLAN BOEY & MAY YIP  

Elegant
BEASTS

Length | 55.7 metres
Fuel tanks | 152,000 litres
Max speed | 16 knots
Accommodation | 12 guests
Naval architecture | Philippe Briand
Exterior Design | Perini Navi
Interior Design | Vitruvius Ltd
Range (cruising speed) | 9,000nm

1
Built according to Ice Class 

classification rules and designed to be 
a world traveller, the stunning steel 
hull and aluminium superstructure 

is made for navigating along the 
northwest passage from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific Ocean through Canada’s 
Arctic archipelago.

It is equipped with a fascinating 
arsenal of exploration 

toys, including a Hurrican 
Zodiac tender, a 

Smuggler tender, 
two Lasers and four 

kayaks — making
 it perfect 

for exploring  
secret glacial 

caves and 

GALILEO G
(Perini Navi)

stalactite-
rimmed channels.
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Length | 55 metres
Fuel tanks | 125,000 litres

Max speed | 24 knots
Accommodation | 12 guests

Naval architecture | Heesen Yachts / Van 
Oossanen & Associates

Styling | Omega Architects
Interior design | Ken Freivokh (concept)/ 

Michela Reverberi (design)
Range (cruising speed) | 4,500nm

Embark on personal transatlantic cruises 
and chase the warm weather from the 

Mediterranean to the Caribbean through 
winter in this long-distance open-concept 

cruiser. Made specially for the social 
types who love to host decadent floating 

dos, the Ace has a massive 128-square 
metre outdoor social space spanning 

two deck levels, as well as an expansive 
41-square metre interior saloon. At 

282-square metre, it is over 30 percent 
greater than its nearest competitor in its 
category. The luxury of space continues 

with panoramic views for the external 
dining areas, al fresco lounges at the 

forward deck and a private deck for the 
owner’s cabin.

ACE
(Wally)

2
Dutch shipyard Heesen unveils its largest 
superyacht ever, the 55-metre Quinta 
Essentia, offering top-of-the-line luxury at 
every turn. One of the biggest challenges 
was the construction of a 7,000-litre 
Jacuzzi pool on the main deck. A built-
in waterfall boasts a water pressure so 
constant that it can be used as a screen 
for projecting films. The Quinta Essentia 
can accommodate 12 guests in six cabins 
— including a master suite with a walk-
in closet, full-length private balcony and 
a ceiling height of over two metres. All 
areas of the sprawling 753-square foot 
vessel are also accessible via a cylindrical 
elevator. 

With a fully-equipped gym, sauna, 
steam room, spa and second Jacuzzi, it’s 
easy to forget you’re actually out at sea. 
So, as a reminder, the TVs in the guest 
staterooms all carry screen footage fed by 
the yacht’s underwater camera. 

QUINTA ESSENTIA
(Heesen)

Length | 23.95 metres
Fuel tanks | 14,000 litres
Max speed | 12 knots
Accommodation | 6 to 8 guests
Naval architecture | Wally / Allseas
Styling | Wally
Interior design | Wally
Range (cruising speed) | 5,000nm
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It’s hard not to be taken by the minimalist 
lines and stark, monochromatic exterior 
of this juggernaut. With a graceful steel 
hull and aluminium super-structure, the 
customised yacht by Dutch superyacht 
builder Icon features a revolutionary 
bridge by marine company Radio Holland. 
Its interior also differs from the usual 
grandiose décor, focussing on clean, all-
white furnishings and pale wood decking. 
Guests are housed in three double cabins 
and two twin cabins that lead directly to 
an expansive beach club that includes a 
gym, sauna and beach level saloon. A 
private observatory is also accessible 
from a master duplex suite, which 
also houses an office that opens    
out into a foredeck.

www.MartelloYachting.com

ICON 62.5M
(Icon)

Length | 62.5 metres
Fuel tanks | 160,000 litres
Max speed | 16 knots
Accommodation | 12 guests (plus 16 crew)
Naval architecture | Jouke van der Baan
Styling | Omega Architects
Exterior design | Redman Whiteley Dixon 
Interior design | Studio Linse 
Range (cruising speed) | 6,000nm

5
A majestic head-turner, this 52-metre 

gaff-rigged monster is the 21st century 
embodiment of a classically handsome 

Gloucester schooner, albeit with 21st 
century sail and rig technology. Built in 

2007, it is still regarded as one of the best-
appointed sailing yachts today (its original 

owners are two families of keen racing 
sailors), having triumphed in the English 

Channel with winds averaging 35 to 40 
knots and gusting up to 65 knots during its 

maiden voyage. Those below deck enjoy 
the warm mahogany panelling throughout 
the full-width master cabin and two guest 

cabins fitted with cosy leather upholstered 
furniture in a nostalgic-looking main 

deckhouse, and a fireplace in the  
main saloon.

METEOR
(Royal Huisman)

Length | 51.59 metres
Fuel tanks | 22,311 litres
Hull speed | 14.6 knots 
Accommodation | 6 guests
Naval architecture | Dykstra & Partners
Interior design | John Munford Design
Range (cruising speed) | 15 knots
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This luxury yacht pays tribute to the 

Meditteranean environment it was built to 
thrive in: From the infinity pool on the main 

deck with a clear view through a transparent 
waterfall transom, to the aft deck that 

doubles as a heli-pad. Designer Alberto Pinto 
evokes a sense of the palatial in the black-

hulled motor-yacht’s interior, using opulent 
materials like Noce travertine marble in the 
VIP bathrooms, Makassar ebony walls in the 

dance room and goatskin-covered walls in 
the guest staterooms. In addition to the 50-
inch plasma TV and 5.1 surround system in 

the owner’s suite, another notable feature in 
the yacht’s most sumptuous cabin is a private 

patio accessible from the ensuite bathroom, 
which is not visible from any other part of 
the craft — a useful feature especially for 

compulsive desires to nude-tan or skinny-dip.

ALFA NERO
(OceanCo)

Length | 82 metres
Fuel tanks | 249,000 litres
Max speed | 20 knots 
Accommodation | 12 guests
Naval architecture | Oceanco
Exterior design | Nuvolari-Lenard
Interior design | Alberto Pinto Design/Nuvolari-Lenard
Range (cruising speed) | 5,500nm

Length | 46 metres
Fuel tanks | 45,000 litres (capacity), 57,000 litres (on request)

Max speed | 17 knots
Cruise speed | 15 knots

Accommodation (guests) | 10 guests, 5 staterooms
Accommodation (crew) | 9 crew members, 5 cabins

Naval architecture | SanLorenzo
Exterior design | SanLorenzo

Interior design | Francesco Paszkowski
Range (cruising speed) | 4,000nm

6
Is what you see always what you get? 
Apparently for SanLorenzo’s first mega-
creation, it’s a no, and for good reason, 
too. Because what you don’t see from the 
outside gets better on the inside.

The uniqueness lies in an under lower 
deck — a design that discretely tucks 
away a further deck below the lower 
deck — which effectively stores away 
the technical rooms (for stabiliser fins, 
machinery, etc). A vast stern area also 
houses the Beach Club, a state-of-the-
art fitness room that overlooks a huge 
bathing platform.

The interior space is designed box-in-
a-box style, such that each boxed living 
quarter “floats” via elastic and anti-
vibration materials in-between to reduce 
noise and vibration.

46 STEEL LAMMOUCHE
(Sanlorenzo)
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Length | 44.65 metres
Fuel tanks | 40,000 litres

Engines |  2x MTU 12V2000M70
Max speed | 14.5 knots

Accommodation | 12 guests
Naval architecture | De Voogt Naval Architects

Design | Sinot Yacht Design
Range (cruising speed) | 4,100nm

With a focus on exceptional engineering 
and range, the 45-metre yacht is built to 
take you, if not around the world, then 
surely it will cover the most glamorous 
parties in Monaco to the most pristine dive 
spots. The understated-looking vessel has 
a convertible private-office, five state- 
rooms, three double-cabins, three twin-
cabins, a luxurious owner’s room... sans 
a partridge in a pear tree (sorry, we 
couldn’t help ourselves). The main deck 
lounge offers 360-degree views provided 
by large picture windows in the day, while 
star-gazing is de rigeur come nightfall, 
courtesy of a large skylight in each guest’s 
stateroom.

www.MartelloYachting.com

HELIX
(Feadship)
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This is one sexy beast, starting from its 

graduated desert-sand façade (which 
appears to deepen to a golden-bronze 

as the sun sets) to the touch screens 
found in every cabin and on deck for 

full control at your fingertips. Luxurious 
details also pervade its every nook — 
think whitewashed and traditionally 

stained teak, mahogany, ostrich skin and 
pony hair. Large windows and full open-

doors provide unobstructed lines of sight 
for passengers and crew. A formidable 
“pocket superyacht”, its contemporary 

look has earned it many accolades, 
including Best Design of the Year at the 

World Yacht Trophies in Cannes last year.  

www.MartelloYachting.com

NISI 2400
(Nisi)

Length | 24 metres
Fuel tanks | 5,334 litres

Max speed | 28 knots
Accommodation | 8 guests

Naval architecture | NISI Yachts
Design | Setzer Design Group

Range (cruising speed) | 1,500nm

9
Resembling a very aerodynamic 
Stormtrooper’s helmet, or a very sleek 
killer whale, this German superyacht’s 
sweeping curves and futuristic 
structure cut a bold line through the 
waters. Constructed by Blohm+Voss 
(which was behind the world’s largest 
yacht, Russian businessman and 
Chelsea football club owner Roman 
Abramovitch’s 163-metre Eclipse), 
the floating mansion features twin 
pools on its aft deck, gym, portside 
spa and private cinema/lounge area. 
And what about all the toys that 
would have water sports enthusiasts 
hyperventilating? There is room 
for 10 jet skis, 11 customised 
windsurfer rigs and four Yamaha 
Waverunner personal water 
crafts. The yacht’s interior 
décor is exquisitely accented 
by 68 pieces crafted by British 
bespoke furniture builder 
Silverlining. These include 
five-metre long bars and a 
six-metre long dining table so 
ingeniously designed that it 
appears to emerge from 
the floor.

PALLADIUM
(Blohm + Voss)

Length | 95.1 metres
Fuel tanks | 480,000 litres

Max speed | 19.3 knots
Accommodation | 16 bedrooms 

but 36 guests
Naval architecture | Blohm+Voss

Design | Michael Leach Design
Range (cruising speed) | 5,000nm


